
1. WHO flags continued risks from toxic cough syrups in India 

The World Health Organization has cautioned that India still faces major 
challenges in preventing toxic cough syrup incidents, despite some progress 
after earlier child deaths linked to contaminated formulations. Investigations 
found diethylene glycol contamination in certain syrups from domestic 
manufacturers. While India now mandates contaminant testing for syrups meant 
for export, no equivalent rule yet exists for domestic sales. The WHO has urged 
India to expand quality controls and enforcement across the entire 
pharmaceutical supply chain. 

Significance: The issue highlights gaps in domestic drug regulation and the 
urgent need for stronger testing and monitoring mechanisms to prevent 
recurrence of fatal poisoning cases, especially among children. 

 

2. Antibiotic overuse driving antimicrobial resistance crisis 

Experts have raised alarm over rampant antibiotic misuse and over-the-counter 
sales fueling India’s antimicrobial resistance (AMR) crisis. Surveillance data 
shows resistance rates in India surpass global averages, with thousands of 
bloodstream infections no longer responding to standard antibiotics, including 
last-resort drugs. 

Significance: Rising AMR threatens the effectiveness of routine treatments and 
surgeries, making infections harder and costlier to manage. Stronger prescription 
control, hospital stewardship programs, and public awareness are critical to slow 
the spread of resistance. 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Andhra Pradesh expands dialysis network 

The Andhra Pradesh government has approved seven new dialysis centres 
across different districts to improve kidney care access. Each unit will handle 
around 15 patients daily and operate under a public-private partnership model. 
The state already performs over 10 lakh free dialysis procedures annually, 
costing more than ₹160 crore. 

Significance: The move strengthens renal care infrastructure, reduces travel 
burden for patients, and supports equitable access to lifesaving treatment for 
chronic kidney disease. 

 

4. Punjab integrates rural medical officers into health department 

Punjab has revived its plan to shift Rural Medical Officers from the Panchayats 
Department to the Health and Family Welfare Department, while ensuring pay 
protection. Around 500 doctors serving in rural dispensaries are expected to 
benefit. The aim is to address doctor shortages and enhance service delivery in 
underserved areas. 

Significance: Integrating rural doctors into the mainstream health system can 
help bridge manpower gaps, strengthen primary healthcare, and improve 
healthcare access in villages. 

 

5. India–Japan collaboration for medical device park near Delhi 

The Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development Authority is finalizing an 
agreement with Japan’s Medical Excellence Japan to develop a medical device 
park in the Delhi-NCR region. The project will include R&D, manufacturing, and 
export units, with several sites already under construction. 

Significance: The initiative supports the “Make in India” push for medical devices, 
encourages foreign technology transfer, and strengthens India’s manufacturing 
and innovation capacity in the healthcare sector. 
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