® 1. Healthcare Policy & Budget Discussions

Ahead of the Union Budget 2026-27, health experts and industry bodies
have called for increased public health spending, including GST relief
on lifesaving equipment and vaccines, and a stronger focus on preventive
care and innovation.

Commentary suggests that India’s health strategy needs to emphasize
prevention, innovation, and broader resource allocation rather than
predominantly hospital-based curative spending.

¥ 2. Medical Risks & Health Research

A TATA-AIG study surveyed hundreds of doctors on health risks from air
pollution, underscoring the air quality threat to public health and the need
for mitigation measures.

@ 3. Healthcare Innovation & Events

The National Health Authority (NHA) has organized a Federated
Intelligence Hackathon focused on healthcare solutions in collaboration
with leading research institutes, spotlighting digital health and Al potential.

= 4 Digital Health Progress

AIIMS Bhubaneswar received top national recognition for digitizing health
records under the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission, linking millions of
patient records to ABHA IDs to improve continuity of care and digital
accessibility.

Other Relevant India Medical Developments
(broader context)



@& 5. Nipah Virus Alert

There are emerging reports of a Nipah virus outbreak near Kolkata, prompting
disease control authorities to heighten surveillance and coordinate response
measures — a priority due to Nipah’s high fatality rate and lack of vaccines.

Note: India’s official response and containment efforts are evolving;
Nipah outbreaks require rapid public health action.

| 6. Healthcare System Challenges & Trends

e Mental health gap: Experts warn India still faces a wide treatment gap —
with up to 80-85 % of people with mental illnesses not receiving care,
highlighting workforce and access needs.

e Antimicrobial resistance (AMR): Authorities have issued advisories
requiring doctors to clearly document reasons for prescribing antibiotics to
curb inappropriate use and the growing threat of drug-resistant infections.

= 7. Medical Education & Training

e Courts and policy discussions continue regarding medical education
standards and postgraduate seat optimization, including legal
judgments on entrance examination cutoffs and utilization of vacant seats.

e The Indian government has been expanding medical education capacity
significantly — adding thousands of new MBBS and postgraduate seats to
strengthen the doctor workforce nationwide.

# 8. Public Health Progress

e Recent TB reports show India achieved substantial reductions in
tuberculosis incidence and deaths over recent years, although the country
still carries a large share of the global TB burden.




#2 Why This Matters

These developments reflect an Indian health sector at a crossroads — balancing
urgent public health threats (e.g., Nipah, AMR), systemic gaps (mental
health, workforce), and opportunities for modernization (digital health,
innovation, and policy reform). The upcoming budget and national strategies will
likely shape access, quality, and sustainability of care in 2026 and beyond.
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